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Template README-File for publication of research data/data documentation

Below is a template for a README-file that can be used for publishing research data and/or data documentation in a repository. The text between the [brackets] describes what the researcher needs to fill in or provides an instruction. Enter the requested information or follow the indicated structure. Then remove the brackets and the accompanying text.
The completed README file will be published together with the research data and/or data documentation. Once the template has been filled in, save it—without this introduction—in an .odt or .txt format.
This template serves as a guideline for a README file. Researchers are free to adapt it according to their own needs.

1. 
Title: [the title of the research data/project]

2. Project summary: [names of all authors of this publication] were involved in the collection and processing of the research data. In this project, the aim was to investigate [briefly describe the research objective and research question]. The research data was collected through/consists of [explain here how the data was collected and within which subject group]. The data was collected between [start date of data collection] and [end date of data collection] in [country and, if applicable, city or region where the data was collected]. The results of the study showed that [briefly describe the findings].

3. The research data and/or data documentation may be of interest to [indicate for whom the data might be suitable].

4.  [Choose option A for a publication without a folder structure and option B for a publication with a folder structure. Remove what does not apply.]

A. The publication consist of the following files:
-  [file name 1]: This file contains [brief description of the content of file 1, the language used, and the format, e.g., .docx file or .odt file].
- [file name 2]: This file contains [brief description of the content of file 2, the language used, and the format, e.g., .docx file or .odt file].

B. The publication consist of the following folder structure and files
	Folders
	Files
	Content

	[folder name 1]
	[file name 1]
	[brief description file 1]

	
	[file name 2]
	[brief description file 2]

	[folder name 2]
	[file name 3]
	[brief description file 3]

	
	[file name 4]
	[brief description file 4]



[If special software is required to open one or more files, please include the link to the software here.]

5. [Choose option A,B, or C. If the publication contains more than one dataset (file with research data), multiple options may apply. Options that do not apply can be removed.]
A. In the dataset [if there are multiple datasets, specify here the filename of the dataset concerned], codes/colors/symbols/abbreviations/units of measurement have been used [if these were used and not explained within the dataset, provide the explanation here].
B. In the dataset [if there are multiple datasets, specify here the filename of the dataset concerned], (the meaning of) codes/colors/symbols/abbreviations/units of measurement were not used/ are explained.
C. It was decided to publish only the data documentation. The dataset on which the findings of this study are based consists of answers to an interview/questionnaire/[other…]. This dataset has not been published because it could not be anonymized/contains trade secrets/contains sensitive information.
6. Analyses: To obtain the results of this project, the following processing steps and analyses were performed on the research data: [describe the data processing and analyses performed here]

7. License/terms of use: [specify here which license (e.g., CC-BY) has been applied to the files/publication]
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